The Apostles’ Doctrine 
“And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and 
fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers” 
(Acts 2:42) 


HAT is the Apostles’ doctrine? [we read the answer in] | Timothy 6:3 “Jf 

any man teach otherwise, and consent not to wholesome words, even the 
words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which is according to 
godliness.” The Apostles’ doctrine was “even the words of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 


What is our doctrine? Church tradition (1 Peter 1:18)? The commandments of men 
(Matthew 15:9)? Have we concocted a set of doctrines that reflect our depraved sense 
of justice, or is it thus saith the Lord? Do we trust our “interpretation” of the Bible or 
believe God? How important is doctrine? The books of Timothy are the old and wise 
Apostle, teaching and exhorting the young preacher Timothy regarding the ministry, 
and the word “doctrine” is in his letters to Timothy twelve times. (1 Timothy 4:16) 
“Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue in them: for in doing this thou 
shalt both save thyself, and them that hear thee.” [Now,] doctrine is not salvation— 
Christ is salvation, but you are not saved without doctrine. Some say things like, don’t 
preach doctrine, just preach Christ. This is like saying, don’t get in the water, just 
swim. Doctrine means “teaching.” Christ said, (Matthew 11:29) “Jake my yoke upon 
you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your 
souls.” [Reader] for you to learn of Christ, someone is going to have to teach you. 


What is it to continue in the doctrine? They continued to hear it. God’s sheep 
don’t ever tire of hearing the truth. We are diligent seekers of and lovers and students 
of the Truth. What could be better, more interesting, more profitable, more enjoyable 
than the truth of God in Christ? Truth never changes, like God Who is Truth, it is 
immutable. They continued to learn it and pursue it. Acts 17:11 “These were more 
noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness of 
mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so.” They 
continued to embrace it. They were steadfast and were not carried about with every 
wind of doctrine. (Ephesians 4:14) “That we henceforth be no more children, tossed 
to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and 
cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive.” They continued to walk in 
it. “Adorn the doctrine of God our Savior in all things” (Titus 2:10). 


[Beloved,] if we truly believe what we say we do, we will act like it. Many in 
studying the word of God make separation between what is called the doctrinal and 
the practical teachings of scripture. [Now,] they can be distinguished, but not be 
separated. Every truth taught, and learned, affects the walk of those taught [of God]. 
[And so] we do emphasize that a man can know doctrine, and believe all the things 
that we believe, and miss Christ. But, I believe, by far more to the point in my 
generation, is that men and women cannot believe on the Christ, of whom they have 
not heard (Romans 10:14).—Chris Cunningham 
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THE gospel that God’s people rejoice in is not found in an ‘ism’, it is found 
in a ‘whom’. The Apostle Paul and all who believe on Jesus Christ rejoice 
in Him, knowing that He is mighty to save. God’s people don’t rejoice in 
mere theological truths, or in a denominational distinctive, rather we rejoice 
in a person, Christ Jesus the Lord. God’s word declares “He will save” 
for “He shall save His people from their sins!” (Zephaniah 3:17, Matthew 
1:21). Reader, salvation is not believing doctrines or facts about God; 
salvation is believing on the One whom God sent, the Lord Jesus Christ— 
“Jesus answered and said unto them, This is the work of God, that ye 
believe on Him whom He hath sent” (John 6:29) AMEN! — JDM 


WELCOME 


SINNERS are welcome at Sovereign Grace Church. We are a local body of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. As you spend time with us, you’ll soon discover 
we’re an imperfect assembly, with an imperfect pastor, yet by God’s 
underserved grace, we preach, believe, and know the perfect gospel of our 
never failing Lord Jesus Christ. Reader, we call His name Jesus for He 
shall (not might, not maybe) rather He shall save His people from their 
sins. And beloved believing sinner you already know it you are complete in 
Him, saved to the uttermost [Colossians 2:10, Hebrews 7:25]. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Sovereign Grace Conference 
February 25th, 26th, & 27th 


Happy Belated Birthday! 
Gary Borders, January 25th 


RESOURCES 


BE sure to visit our websites for gospel articles, live messages, and resources. 


www.sovereigngracechurch.us 


GRACE ARTICLES 


The gladness of God’s people 


“That I may see the good of thy chosen, that I may rejoice in the 
gladness of thy nation, that I may glory with thine inheritance” 


(Psalm 106:5) 


HAT is the gladness of God’s people? To be saved without money and 

without price; to be saved by grace; free, rich, sovereign, distinguishing 
grace, without one atom of works, without one grain of creature merit, without 
anything of the flesh. This is the gladness of God’s nation; to rejoice in free grace, 
grace super-aboundings over the aboundings of sin, grace reigning triumphant over 
the dreadful evils of our heart. It is grace that gladdens a man’s heart. Oh! sweet 
grace, blessed grace! when it meets our case and reaches our souls. Oh! what a help, 
what a strength, what a rest for a poor toiling, striving, laboring soul, to find that 
grace has done all the work, to feel that grace has triumphed in the cross of Christ, to 
find that nothing is required, nothing is needed, nothing is to be done. It is a full and 
perfect, complete and finished work. Oh! sweet sound, when it reaches the heart and 
touches the conscience, and is shed blessedly abroad in the soul. This is the gladness 
of God's nation; this makes their heart glad, that the work is finished, that the warfare 
is accomplished, that the Church of God has received of the Lord's hand double for 
all her sins; this is the comforting sound with which God comforts his people; this 
makes the nation glad, and their heart to leap and dance for joy. Has your heart never 
leaped at the sound? only for a moment? Has grace never sounded sweetly in your 
soul, and made your very heart dance within you? If it has, you know what is the 
gladness of God’s people. [Amen! Acts 13:48] — J.C. Philpot 


Ye Belong To Christ 
“...ye are complete in Him...” 
(Colossians 2:10) 


B ELOVED “Ye are complete in Him,” who is your life; so that with Paul, you 
can say, “I live, yet not I, Christ liveth in me.” Christ says, “He that liveth 
and believeth in me, shall never die:” and “He that eateth me shall live by me;” 
“for my flesh is meat indeed, and my blood is drink indeed.” This is a hard saying 
to fleshly disciples who have a name to live, and yet are dead. They do not know 
the spiritual food that a child of God partakes of; they are not familiar with the 
spiritual drink with which a child of God slakes his thirst. They know nothing of 
Jacob’s well and Jacob’s God, and why do we? Ah! child of God, why do we? 
“Because ye belong to Christ:” because “to you it is given to know the mysteries 
of the kingdom, but to them it is not given.” “Even so, Father; for so it seemed 
good in thy sight.” [Amen! Mark 9:41, Matthew 11:26] — Copied 


